
BAGUIO City—What 
messages can com-

mencement speakers 
deliver to the graduates 
during this period of 
global economic crisis 
and, in the Philippines’, 
protracted political mal-
aise?

Clearly, the occasion 
calls for some congratu-
latory greetings. The 
graduates have worked 
hard to earn their de-
grees, and their fami-
lies, at great cost, have 
supported their studies. 
Graduation speakers do 
not want to come across 
as kill-joy, Old Testa-
ment prophets predict-
ing doom and gloom. At 
a time of economic and 
political uncertainty, 
neither do they want to 
appear as Pollyannas 
peddling uncritical opti-
mism.

Four distinguished 
guests addressed the 
graduates of the Univer-
sity of the Cordilleras in 
Baguio last week and, in 
their individual ways, 
walked the tightrope be-

tween dampening the 
enthusiasm of the gradu-
ates and deluding them 
with false hopes.

Professor Lydia Arao 
Palaypay, former Dean 
of the Institute of Nurs-
ing and subsequently 
vice president for aca-
demic affairs at the Far 
Eastern university, pio-
neered the development 
of the four-year B.S. 
Nursing program and 
later helped evolve the 
ladderized curriculum 
of the two-year Associate 
in Health Science degree. 
She spoke to the nurs-
ing graduates about the 
contributions of the pro-
fession in improving the 
health and life expectan-
cy of the population, but 
also warned them about 
the shrinking market for 
nurses.

Like Professor Palay-
pay, Dr. Fely Marilyn E. 
Lorenzo, founding Di-
rector of the U.P. Insti-
tute of Health Sciences 
and Development Stud-
ies, stressed the pride 
the nursing graduates 

should take in their call-
ing. She challenged them 
to do their part to defend 
the integrity of their pro-
fession by emulating the 
example of Cyndi Erfe, 
Dennis Bautista and Earl 
Sumite. The three were 
nursing graduates from 
Baguio schools who 
alerted authorities about 
the cheating in the 2006 
nursing licensure exam 
and participated in pur-
suing the case in court.

Karina Constantino-
David’s audience includ-
ed public administration 
graduates, the group 
most attuned to her ex-
perience as former Chair 
of the Civil Service Com-
mission. Engineering 
and architecture gradu-
ates were among those 
who listened to Felino A. 
Palafox, Jr., founder and 
chief architect/urban 
planner of the interna-
tionally-acclaimed ar-
chitectural firm Palafox 
and Associates that he 
founded in 1989. Unlike 
Professor Palaypay and 
Dr. Lorenzo, neither en-
joyed the advantage of 
addressing graduates of 
only one discipline.

For David, the Class of 
2009 represented a “cri-
sis generation.” Though 
they were among the 
lucky few among their 
age group privileged 
to complete a college 
course, they faced the 
serious threat of joining 
the ranks of the educated 
unemployed. The gov-
ernment’s employment 

generation programs 
were not relevant to the 
graduates. These jobs ba-
sically called for manual 
labor on barangay road 
construction or forest 
and mangrove regreen-
ing projects, for which 
the graduates were over-
qualified.

The crisis genera-
tion belonged to a big-
ger youth group of 
18-30-year-olds, which 
Palafox referred to as the 
Millennial Generation. 
Fresh from a meeting 
of architects and urban 
planners in San Franciso, 
Palafox noted that about 
two-thirds of the confer-
ence papers dealt either 
with environmental con-
cerns or the larger prob-
lem of climate change. 
Without sustained action 
to address these issues, 
their dire consequences 
would impact, in 20-30 
years, on the Millennial 
Generation. Consider the 
Philippines losing a third 
of its islands to rising 
seas.

David exposed vio-
lations of Civil Service 
Regulations by the Office 
of the President, without 
results. Palafox gave up 
a million-dollar contract 
and alerted the highest 
government officials to 
the planned destruction 
of 360 trees in Subic. He 
gave the names of people 
complicit in the plot at 
a Senate hearing. His re-
ward was a libel case and 
death threats. And the 
Senate investigations of 

Senator Gordon appear 
stalled.

But their scepticism 
about the current po-
litical leadership has not 
deterred David or Palafox 
from pursuing their ad-
vocacy for good govern-
ment. They echoed the 
same message that Pa-
laypay and Lorenzo had 
sounded. The graduates 
had to become involved 
in nation-building. They 
had no direct control 
over many forces that 
would affect their lives. 
Like whistle-blowers Erfe, 
Bautista and Sumite, they 
were not simply power-
less pawns. They could 
make a difference by the 
choices they make and 
the actions they take.

These were hard mes-
sages to give the gradu-
ates. Their degrees, 
which open opportuni-
ties to them, came at a 
price. They had the re-
sponsibility to those who 
helped them through 
school and to those who 
did not have the benefit 
of their education to do 
their part in redeeming 
the nation.

From different disci-
plines and perspectives, 
the commencement 
speakers offered the 
graduates only the com-
forting reassurance that 
they were not doomed to 
be either victims or op-
pressors. They could be 
part of the solution.

The column, “Second Thoughts” appears  
at the Manila Bulletin every Monday.
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Enrolment is on-going
Start of Review Classes:
June 20, 2009
Schedule of Review:
8:00 am - 12:00 nn
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Saturdays & Sundays
Requirement:
1 copy 1x1 ID picture

Enrolment is on-going
Start of Review Classes
May 15, 2009
Schedule of Review	
8:00 am - 12:00 nn
1:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
Requirements		
2 copies of 2x2 ID picture
School ID

• UC College of Criminal Justice Education •
• Review for Criminology Licensure Exams •

• UC College of Teacher Education •
• Review for Licensure Exams for Teachers •

Contact persons :
Dr. Miriam A. Janeo
Dean, College of Teacher Education
442-3316 Local 145
Ms. Perlita O. Duazo
College Secretary
442-3316 Local 125

Contact persons :		
Dr. Benjamin G. Mangusan
Dean, College of Criminal Justice Education
442-3316 Local 168
Ms. Elvira Aspilan
College Secretary
442-3316 Local 138

•  By the Grace of Divine Providence  •

• We Are Pleased to Present our New Licensed Professional Teachers •

Vanessa D. Balacdao
Menardo M. Balatico
Jam T. Bentriz
Irene S. Busaing

Teresa W. Butgi
Mildred B. Butic
Lylene R. Cabuñag 
Richard B. Caranto

Evelyn B. Cariño
Rose G. Gardo
Ericxon P. Kito
Jennifer C. Lamaton
Jane Maccal T. Malaga

Marianne R. Napeek
Jacob B. Sano
Jane G. Sina-oy
Julia B. Siw-angan
Romana T. Toloyen

Siegfred B. Uchayan
Mary Joyce A. Valmonte
Arly W. Villalon

Elementary

Jeffrey F. Aliga
Janet S. Allianic
Israel Jon G. Almerol
Mark Jr D. Alzate
Melanie B. Bagsangi
Syla E. Balangan
Muller H. Bato
Joy F. Becyagen
Jenner L. Bedal
Evangeline  A. Cabauatan
Rizi G. Camas
Jane C. Canutab

Johnny Jr P. Cayabas
Willyboy C. Chawi
Rowena M. Cordero
Hyacinth B. Dagulo
Jessie V. Datuin
Catherine E. Dela Cruz
Ruben V. Dela Rosa
Aladina D. Diano
Xylene Grail B. Donato
Mario C. Marcelo Dulay
Zenaida C. Echiverria
Joy Hazel F. Esteban

Maria Joana Neil S. Estrella
Geje C. Eustaquio
Elsa D. Fabro
Rani Imogene P. Faraon
Jovalyn L. Flores
Maricel B. Gazzingan
Richard P. Gomultim
Jackson L. Guillermo
Elenor M. Hao
Marilyn C. Kee
Percival M. Kitongan
Rhea R. Kitongan
Bernice N. Lampacan

Marivi L. Langan
Marie Joyce C G. Lasquite
Beverly D. Lawangen
Napoleon I. Liwayan
Shirley B. Lopez
Emmylou F. Malanos
Juliet M. Mariano
Janeth E. Miranda
Mari Ana Lei S. Molintas
Moises Jr A. Odlos
Neil T. Palasi
Arthur Jr S. Pecay
Mary Catherine C. Pedeglorio

Joni P. Pucdihon
Isagani G. Raganta
Gladys T. Ramirez
Ruth C. Sawati
Sandra B. Sumaway
Jovelyn T. Tiyang
Lea Joan D. Tongbaban
Shirley Ane C. Tubaang
Joyette Ann S. Vinluan
Joan D.Vizcara
Julie C. Yades
Michelle D. Zarate

Secondary
• Results Released : April 30, 2009 •
• Exams Conducted : April 5, 2009 • 

• Results Released : April 30, 2009 •
• Exams Conducted : April 5, 2009 • 


